
Yearly Overview- Nursery 
 

 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Themes On my First Day at School 
Hide and Seek 

Rock-a-bye Baby 

Into the Night 
Traditional Tales 

Spring to Life 

All Creatures Great and Small 
Out and About 

 
 
 
 
 

Literacy 

Core books 
(Immersion) 

        

                  

 

 

 

 
Writing 
Focus 

Spontaneous mark making 
Role-play writing 

Writing readiness activities: Funky Fingers 

Spontaneous mark making 
Role-play writing 

Writing readiness activities: 
 Horizontal & vertical lines, circles, + / and \ 

 

Spontaneous mark making 
Role-play writing 

Letter formation (RWI) 
Name writing 

 
Maths 

Numbers as labels for counting( 1:1 correspondence, 
reciting numbers in order, number songs & rhymes) 

Numeral recognition & number formation  
Calendar (daily) 

Positional language 

Numbers, Numeral recognition and Calendar (cont.) 
2D & 3D Shape names and  properties 

Positional language 
Ordering items by length & height 

Language related to time 

Numbers, Numeral recognition and Calendar (cont.) 
2D & 3D Shape revision 

Order two items by weight 
Language related to money 

1 more & 1 less than 

 
 
 
 
Understanding 
the World 

Science What are animals? 
Are humans animals? 

Our Early Years setting and its grounds 
Seasonal Changes 

Why does the Snowman disappear? 
How does porridge change when it is cooked? 

How have we grown since we were babies? 
How did Jack make the beanstalk grow? 

Seasonal changes 

What do caterpillars turn into? 
What do animals need? 

How do we travel from place to place? 
Seasonal changes 

ICT 
 

Technology in the classroom 
23. We can record soundtracks 

18. We are shape makers 

2. We can take turns 
13. We are digital readers 

11. We can understand messages 
 

5. We can drive 
16. We can count 

17. We are designers 

Geography Weather & seasonal changes 
Our Early Years setting and its grounds 

 

Weather & seasonal changes 
Comparison of places and environments (core texts) 

Features of our locality 
 

Weather & seasonal changes 
Contrasting localities. 

Journeys 

History Reflecting & sharing memories 
Recalling seasonal celebrations (Bonfire Night, 

Christmas) 
Old and new toys 

 A story from the past (Christmas)  

Stories that Granny used to  tell 
How do plants change and grow? 

Old and new buildings 

How do animals change and grow? 
Old and modern vehicles 



Yearly Overview- Nursery 
 

RE Celebrations: Harvest, Diwali and Christmas Celebrations: Chinese New Year, Shrove Tuesday and 
Easter 

Celebrations: Eid 

Physical Development Moving safely around the outside space 
Exploring movement 

Throwing at a target. 
Balancing and climbing 

Moving to music 

Catching and striking 
Running  

Write Dance 

Expressive 
Arts & Design 

Music Hearing and Listening                    Vocalising and Singing                     Moving and Dancing                Exploring and Playing 
 

Art/ D&T Painting, drawing, collage & model making Painting, drawing, collage & model making 
Introducing frottage 

Painting, drawing, collage & model making  
Introducing printing 

Personal, Social & 
Emotional Development 

Building new relationships 
Behavioural expectations 

 

 
Feelings and emotions 

Jigsaw: 
Being me in my world 

Jigsaw:  
Celebrating difference 

Jigsaw: 
Changing me 

Communication and 
Language 

Listening to stories 
Joining in with repetitive phrases/rhymes 

Using talk to communicate 

Listening & responding to stories/conversation 
Topic related vocabulary  

Asking and answering questions 

Listening & responding to stories/conversation 
Vocabulary: word meanings and alternative words 

Descriptive language  

 


